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Two WWII Navy Vets Connect Through Vet to Vet Maine
By David Backman and Jerry Harkavy

Vet to Vet Maine volunteers have just recently been able resume in-person visits to their veteran friends
providing all are vaccinated. Two of our wonderful volunteers, Jerry Harkavy and Dave Backman, each visit a
World War II Navy veteran. The two volunteers discovered that their veteran friends, Tom Daley and Leo
Couture, both in their 90s, joined the Navy during WWII as 17-year-olds. The two sailors had never met until their
Vet to Vet Maine volunteers engineered a joint phone call in May. They met in person for the first time in June
over coffee and doughnuts and shared their memories of that time long ago when they were teenage sailors
fighting in a World War.
—Sue Gold

With World War II raging, Leo Couture of Bath and Tom Daley of Lewiston enlisted in the Navy
when each was 17 years old. Now, nearly eight decades later, Leo and Tom met face to face for
the first time on June 11. The two Navy sailors had so much to say about their experiences that
their Vet to Vet Maine peer companions, Jerry Harkavy and David Backman, who connected the

two veterans, agreed to continue meeting as a foursome on a monthly basis.
Once introduced, the two sailors found they had much in common and plenty of stories to
share. Leo's ship was the USS Canberra (CA-70) a heavy cruiser, which was commissioned
October 14, 1943. Leo and his shipmates became "plank owners," a term bestowed on
crewmembers present at the time a ship was commissioned. Coincidentally, Tom's ship was also
a heavy cruiser, the USS Saint Paul (CA-73), which was commissioned on February 17, 1945.
Tom also became a "plank owner" in accordance with Navy tradition. Both ships were
commissioned at the Boston Navy Yard, where each was built.
The Canberra saw action from New Guinea up through the Marianas. While headed to Okinawa
on Friday the 13th, one day before the first anniversary of her commissioning, the cruiser took an
aerial torpedo off Formosa during a vicious three-day Kamikaze engagement. Leo saw the
Kamikaze and the torpedo while stationed above deck on the ship’s fantail. Interestingly, future
President Gerald Ford, then a lieutenant commanding a gun crew on the aircraft carrier USS
Monterey (CVL-26), watched that same torpedo narrowly miss the Monterey and then slam into
the Canberra.
As a result of the attack, Leo said, both engine rooms were flooded, many were injured, and 23
sailors were killed, including a dear friend from basic training, Rusty. The ship was saved when
crews constructed a large metal template that divers welded to the hull to stop the
flooding. Dead in the water, the Canberra and a light cruiser, the USS Houston (CL-81), which
took two aerial torpedoes, were both towed by seagoing tugs to a dry dock in Ulithi (an atoll in
the Caroline Islands that served as a staging area for the U.S. Navy) for initial repairs. Several
destroyers and another heavy cruiser, the USS Boston (CA-69), provided protection against
enemy submarines during that period.
Leo had an amazing experience as the USS Boston circled the damaged ships and the tugs. As
the Boston passed near Leo at the Canberra's stern, he suddenly heard a voice on the Boston
shout "Hey Coooch!!" Leo looked over and immediately recognized his former next-door
neighbor in Bath, Dickie Sullivan, yelling at him. Dickie had joined the Navy a couple of years
before Leo and survived the war.
Ultimately, the Canberra returned to Boston Navy Yard for final repairs. Leo said that the people
in Bath probably heard the Canberra's crew cheering when the ship's captain announced they
had to return home. Upon arrival at the Boston Navy Yard, the Canberra berthed right beside
Tom's USS Saint Paul as it was preparing for commissioning and entry into the Pacific. During
those several months, Tom and Leo may have unknowingly rubbed shoulders or exchanged a
few words, but it took more than 75 years before theyfinally got DFTXDLQWHG.

Two notable events occurred as the Saint Paul entered Japanese waters. On Aug. 9, 1945, the
day an atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, the Saint Paul fired the Navy’s last salvo of the
war on a Japanese industrial iron and steel works.
The Saint Paul entered Tokyo Bay on Sept. 1 to participate the next day at the formal surrender
ceremony. With the Saint Paul berthed alongside the battleship USS Missouri (BB-63), Tom saw
that officers had deliberately assigned sailors who were at least 6 feet tall to stand on both sides
of the Missouri's gangplank to “greet” the much shorter Japanese delegation.
While many Saint Paul sailors returned home after the surrender, Tom volunteered to remain on
the ship as it sailed on a goodwill “show the flag” mission to Shanghai.
After the war, Leo attended Maine Central Institute in Pittsfield. Tom followed a similar path,
getting his high school diploma at Edward Little in Auburn. Both went on to college under the GI
Bill.
Many other topics surfaced during Tom and Leo’s first meeting, saved for discussion at future
meetings, including Tom’s experiences on his China trip and his visits to Old Orchard Beach to
hear the big bands play. Jerry Harkavy and Dave Backman will no doubt add their own stories to
the conversation by sharing their Army and Air Force experiences. So much more to look
forward to!

V2VME volunteer Jerry Harkavy, left, listens as his veteran friend, Tom Daley, center, shares Navy stories
with Leo Couture, right. The two World War II Navy veterans had never met until Jerry and Dave
Backman, Leo’s volunteer, introduced them. Photo credit: David Backman

This wonderful encounter is an example of the many visits occurring between veteran friends as
a result of the Vet to Vet Maine program. To volunteer to become a friend with another vet or to
apply to receive visits from a V2V peer companion, please go to the Vet2Vet Maine homepage
(vet2vetmaine.org) for more information.

HAPPY SUMMER!
V2VME Staff Change and Summer Schedule
Before signing on as V2VME’s Volunteer Coordinator in
York County, Brenda Stevens served as a dedicated
V2VME volunteer. After working at the job for six
months, Brenda has decided to resume her volunteer
status and help veterans and V2VME in that capacity.
Program Director Judie O’Malley will assume Brenda’s
York County duties, while volunteers will help with other
aspects of Judie’s job. Thank you, Brenda, for assisting
our York County veterans. We’re glad that you will stay connected as a volunteer!
Judie will be on duty Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
She can be reached through email at director@vet2vetmaine.org and by phone at (207)
579-4024.
Executive Director Susan Gold will be taking time off throughout the summer and will be
back on duty full-time in the fall. Please direct all inquiries to Judie during that time.

Get Your V2VME Hats and Masks!

Thanks to a grant from NEWS CENTER Maine and the TEGNA Foundation, Vet to Vet Maine
has hats for all volunteers (veterans and nonveterans) who did not receive a V2VME hat in June
2020 and for all veteran friends. We also have V2VME masks for all volunteers and veteran
friends who want one. A few volunteers collected hats and masks for their veteran friends at our
pick-up event in Biddeford and Falmouth earlier in June. For those who missed it, you can still
get hats and masks for yourselves and your veteran friends.
In Gorham: Call Judie O’Malley at 207-579-4024 to arrange for pickup.
In Portland: Call Marianne Russell at 207-775-3763 to arrange for pickup at Jones, Rich &
Barnes Funeral Home during business hours.

Left to right above: V2VME volunteer Gerry Treadwell, Volunteer Coordinator Brenda Stevens, and
V2VME volunteer John Butler on hand in Biddeford to distribute hats and masks.

At right: V2VME voluvnteer Eric Mihan collects a mask for himself
and a mask and hat for his veteran friend, Vernon. Photo credit:
Brenda Stevens

We will also be distributing hats and masks at the first inperson case review, tentatively scheduled for the fall.

Time for a Treat: And We Have a Winner!
First, thanks to each and every one of you who have chosen to
volunteer with V2VME. Without you we would not exist. And a
big thank you to the 21 volunteers who posted their hours for
the month of May. Reporting your volunteer hours is as
important as volunteering! These reported hours are used when
grants are being written and are reported back to the agencies that awarded us grant
funds that keep V2VME running. Without our volunteer hours, we would not be able to
prove that we are using the grant money well.
The winner of the May raffle is Jim Arcaro! He will soon receive a $10 Aroma Joe's Gift
Card through the mail. Congratulations, Jim!
To be eligible for the June raffle, all you need to do is report your volunteer hours BEFORE
JULY 7!
Good luck everyone, and THANK YOU AGAIN for your service to Vet to Vet Maine. If you
have trouble with the time report, our volunteer Gail Merritt can record your time for you or
offer help in posting.

V2VME Silent Auction Looking for Donations
Our silent auction next spring will support the work of V2VME staff and volunteers
as they assist veterans in Maine. If you would like to donate something for the auction,
please email the following information to office@vet2vetmaine.org:
Your Name:
Name of Donor (if different):
Item Description:
Quantity:
Value:
Set Opening Bid (optional):
Items can be anything that will attract bidders, from handcrafted items to a weekend at a
Maine cottage to a gift certificate from a favorite restaurant or business. FMI, please
contact office@vet2vetmaine.org.

On the Road Again!

V2VME Army veteran Vernon Huestis revels in being on the road with his daughter, Lisa
Huestis. It was his first excursion since the pandemic. The car, built by Vernon, hasn’t been
running for 40 years, according to his daughter Martha Huestis. Vernon is wearing his new
V2VME hat, presented to him by his V2VME friend, Eric Mihan. The two veterans have
visited with one another more than 300 times since they first met in 2014.
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Huestis family.

Thank You to our Generous Donors
Amazon Smile Purchases Benefit V2VME
As of June 1, 2021, V2VME has received $165.81 from the Amazon Smile program; the
latest donation was for $36.10. Thanks to Amazon and to our friends who choose to make their Amazon
purchases through Amazon Smile and select Vet to Vet Maine as their charity of choice! To participate, go to
https://smile.amazon.com whenever you want to make a purchase through Amazon. It has exactly the same
items and prices as the standard Amazon.com website. Please choose Vet to Vet Maine from the charity list.

Thank you for your continuing support!
Our gratitude and thanks go to these generous donors, who support Vet to Vet Maine with their financial gifts:
Paul Watkins, a monthly donor;
JoAnn Palmacci, in memory of her mother, Viola Palmacci, a longtime V2VME veteran who died in April.
Your support is much appreciated!

Puzzles for Free

V2VME volunteer Gail Merritt has a number of puzzles available to give to anyone who would like them. If you
are interested, please email Gail at gaillmerritt@gmail.com or call her at (207) 653-6838. The puzzles feature
animals and each contains 500 pieces.

Get a VA ID Card
From the VA
A Veteran ID Card (VIC) is a form of photo ID veterans can use to get discounts offered to
veterans at many restaurants, hotels, stores and other businesses. To qualify, you must
have:
Served on active duty, in the Reserves, or in the National Guard (including the Coast
Guard), and
Received an honorable or general discharge (under honorable conditions).
To apply, you’ll need to provide your Social Security number; a digital copy of your DD214,
DD256, DD257, or NGB22; a valid government-issued ID (such as a driver’s license or
passport), and a digital color photo. FMI or to apply on line, go to this link:
https://www.va.gov/records/get-veteran-id-cards/vic/?
utm_source=VRfeature&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources

Do You Qualify for the Emergency Broadband Benefit?
The Emergency Broadband Benefit, a program from the Federal Communications
Commission, offers a discount of up to $50 a month for broadband service for eligible
households and up to $75 a month for households in qualifying tribal lands. Eligible
households can also receive a one-time discount to buy a laptop, desktop computer, or
tablet from participating providers. To find out if you are eligible to apply, visit
https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit.

Upcoming:
At V2VME:
July 7: Case review, 4:30-5:30 pm, via Zoom. FMI or to register: Judie O’Malley,
director@vet2vetmaine.org or call 207-579-4024.
August 4: Case review, 4:30-5:30 pm, via Zoom. FMI or to register: Judie O’Malley,
director@vet2vetmaine.org or call 207-579-4024.

September 7: V2VME Board Meeting, 5 pm via Zoom.
September 8: Case review, 4:30-6 pm. Details TBA whether in-person or via Zoom. FMI or to
register: Judie O’Malley, director@vet2vetmaine.org or call 207-579-4024.

Early November, TBA. V2VME Silent Auction! More details to come.

Elsewhere:
July 18-23: Couples Retreat for Veterans and Active Military Couples at the Oceanwood
Conference Center in Old Orchard Beach. FMI - https://www.projectnewhopema.org/events/
August 29-Sept. 4: PTSD Veterans Retreat Oceanwood Conference Center in Old Orchard
Beach. FMI - https://www.projectnewhopema.org/events/

September 24-26: A Women Veterans’ Retreat will be held at the Clear Path for Veterans in
Devers, MA. To register go to https://www.projectnewhopema.org/home/retreats/

Contact Info:
Judie O’Malley, Program Director & Volunteer Coordinator, Cumberland County
director@vet2vetmaine.org, 207-579-4024
On duty: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 9am to 2pm
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