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Scarborough	Veteran	to	Receive	New	Roof	in	
Annual	Beacon	of	Hope	Contest	
	
Navy	veteran	George	Anderson	
will	be	getting	a	new	roof	free	of	
charge,	thanks	to	the	efforts	of	his	
Vet	to	Vet	Maine	(V2VME)	peer	
companion	and	the	generosity	of	
Beacon,	a	Fortune	500	distributor	
of	roofing	materials	and	building	
products.	Anderson	was	one	of	
six	grand	prize	winners	in	the	
Beacon	of	Hope	nationwide	
contest	awarding	veterans	with	
new	roofs.	Six	second	prize	
winners	will	receive	$2,500	
toward	roof	repairs.	



Caption:	Navy	veteran	George	Anderson,	left,	won	a	new	roof	for	his	Scarborough	home	of	
53	years,	thanks	to	a	nationwide	contest	sponsored	by	Beacon	of	Hope	and	a	campaign	by	
Vet	to	Vet	Maine	peer	companion	Brent	Rolfe	and	other	Vet2VetME	supporters.		
Photo	Credit:	Mary	Cerullo 
	

Brent	Rolfe,	an	Air	Force	veteran	who	has	served	as	a	Vet	to	Vet	Maine	peer	companion	
to	Anderson	since	May	2018,	nominated	Anderson	after	hearing	about	the	contest	from	
V2VME	staff.	V2VME	board	member	Maj.	Gen.	John	Bill	Libby	alerted	the	staff	to	the	
roof	giveaway.	Rolfe	and	his	wife,	Diane,	filled	out	the	nomination	form	and	submitted	
photos	of	Anderson	and	his	ailing	roof.	When	Anderson	made	the	top	12	finalist	list,	
V2VME	members	spread	the	word	to	vote	for	him.	“It	was	a	real	team	effort	to	get	
George	his	roof,”	said	Susan	Gold,	executive	director	of	V2VME.	
	

Jonathan	Bennett,	Beacon’s	chief	commercial	officer,	said	the	company	received	
thousands	of	votes	from	people	across	America	who	supported	veterans.	Beacon	
created	the	program	to	give	back	to	veterans	by	providing	a	basic	need:	a	safe	place	to	
live,	according	to	the	company’s	website.	Beacon	of	Hope	is	a	nationwide	contest	that	
rewards	deserving	veteran	homeowners	with	new	roofs	as	part	of	Beacon's	
commitment	to	giving	back	to	its	communities.	The	new	roof	installations	will	be	
completed	sometime	this	spring.	Beacon	is	partnering	with	IKO,	a	roofing	supply	
manufacturing	firm,	which	will	provide	the	roofing	materials	for	each	winner’s	
home.	George	Anderson,	the	only	New	England	recipient,	was	astonished	to	be	among	
the	winners	in	the	nationwide	contest.	“I	can’t	believe	it.	I	never	win	anything,”	he	said	
when	he	heard	the	good	news.	V2VME	volunteer	Brent	Rolfe	was	equally	stunned.		
	

Brent,	82,	recalls	his	first	meeting	with	George.	“I	came	in,	and	we	immediately	fit	like	
Lego	pieces.	One	of	the	first	things	I	said	was,	‘Do	you	know	Ethel	Merman?"	Of	course,	
George,	age	77,	did.	From	there	they	discovered	more	mutual	memories,	shared	
experience	working	on	Portland’s	waterfront,	and	a	teasing	repartee	that	never	ceases.	
Says	Brent,	“We	can’t	make	a	reference	that	the	other	doesn’t	know.”	They	are	never	at	
a	loss	for	words	when	they	get	together	every	Monday	afternoon	when	Brent	makes	
the	drive	from	Buxton	to	Scarborough.		
	

George	tells	it	differently.	When	asked,	“What	do	you	have	in	common?”	George	replied,	
“Nothing.	He’s	Air	Force	and	I’m	Navy.”	(In	fact,	four	of	Brent’s	immediate	family	
members	were	in	the	Navy,	so	perhaps	that	gives	him	a	pass.)	Brent	served	in	the	Air	
Force	in	posts	in	Wyoming,	Delaware,	and	finally	at	Otis	Air	Force	Base	on	Cape	Cod	in	
the	60th	Fighter	Squadron.	One	of	the	first	outings	that	Brent	and	George	did	together	



was	visiting	the	Maine	Military	Museum	and	Learning	Center	in	South	Portland.	
	

Although	George	is	proud	of	his	time	in	the	Navy,	even	as	a	new	recruit	he	had	his	eye	
on	a	future	after	his	service.	Initially,	he	was	assigned	to	be	a	signalman	on	a	destroyer	
escort	watching	for	Russian	subs.	It	was	the	mid-sixties,	and	he	quickly	realized	that	
communicating	between	vessels	with	flags	would	not	have	much	value	once	he	left	
active	duty.	He	went	to	the	ship’s	captain	and	asked	to	be	reassigned	to	the	
commissary.	“I	fed	3,000	guys	three	times	a	day.	My	mother	was	shocked	when	I	told	
her	I	made	35	gallons	of	gravy.”	He	left	the	Navy	with	the	title	of	hotel	and	restaurant	
cook,	a	more	secure	career	choice.			
	 	

After	military	service,	George	became	a	licensed	commercial	sea	captain	and	fisherman.	
He	bought	a	lobster	boat,	which	he	named	Essex,	after	the	aircraft	carrier	he	served	on.	
“Right	away,”	he	says	drily,	“I	noticed	there	was	a	difference	in	size.”	George	bought	a	
1928	Cape	in	1985.	Since	then,	he	insulated	it,	applied	sheetrock,	moved	walls,	refur-
bished	both	floors,	and	replaced	his	roof	at	least	once.	George	is	on	his	own	now,	hav-
ing	been	long	divorced.	All	three	of	his	sons	have	died.	He	is	confined	to	using	a	walker.	
	 	

Spending	most	of	their	time	in	and	around	George’s	house	made	it	evident	to	Brent	that	
the	house	needed	a	lot	of	work.	Brent	heard	about	the	“Beacon	of	Hope”	contest	
through	V2VME.	“The	Beacon	of	Hope	contest	supports	Veterans	with	new	roofs	and	
uplifted	spirits,”	says	contest	sponsor	Julian	Francis,	the	CEO	of	Beacon	Building	
Products.	Both	he	and	George	were	amazed—and	delighted—when	they	heard	the	
news	that	George	had	won	the	contest	and	a	new	roof	for	his	house	and	garage.	“I	am	
very	glad	to	see	George	get	a	break,”	Brent	said.	“He	beat	COVID	and	now	(he	gets)	a	
new	roof.	— Mary Cerullo 	
  

Donation to Vet to Vet Maine from 100+ Women Who Care 
 
The	nonprofit	100+	Women	Who	Care	in	Southern	Maine	selected	Vet	to	Vet	Maine	
as	the	recipient	of	the	group	members’	contributions	in	February.	The	organization	
of	300	women	vote	every	three	months	for	one	of	three	nonprofits	nominated	and	
chosen	randomly	to	give	a	five-minute	presentation	to	the	group.	Each	nonprofit	
must	be	active	in	Southern	Maine	to	be	considered.	After	the	presentations,	
members	vote	on	an	award	recipient.	The	winning	nonprofit	receives	a	$50	
donation	from	each	active	member	of	100+	Women.		
	

Susan	Gold,	executive	director	of	Vet	to	Vet	Maine,	gave	the	winning	presentation	at		
	



the February 7 meeting and received an initial donation Feb. 24 of $8,400 from Deb
Bergeron, founder of 100+ Women Who Care in Southern Maine. The organization
has donated more than $375,000 to Southern Maine charities since its beginning in
November 2014. 
 
We are honored to be among the charities chosen for this impactful and much-
appreciated donation. Thank you, 100+ Women!!

Susan Gold, executive director of Vet to Vet Maine, left, accepts $8,400 in donations
from members of 100+ Women Who Care in Southern Maine  from the group’s
founder, Deb Bergeron. 
Photo Credit: Norman Bergeron

Video Presentations Available on V2VME Website

What better way to brighten a dreary winter day
than to hear the inspirational story of Vet to Vet
Maine volunteer Gretchen Evans, who overcame
the challenges of being a disabled veteran to
become an international sensation as the
founder of Team Unbroken, featured on "The
World's Toughest  Race." That video and two
others that highlight Maine soldiers’ participation
in World War I and World War II—“The Pine Tree Regiment in World War I” and “From
Europe to the Pacific: the Maine National Guard in World War II”—are now available on the
Vet2Vet ME website, www.vet2vetmaine.org Look for them in the Videos section.

These are made possible by a grant from the Maine Humanities Council in collaboration

https://vet2vetmaine.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b15c9a01097183023ec927302&id=a93d005c99&e=6e4b43d2eb


with the University of New England and the generous participation of the speakers. Enjoy!

Volunteer Hours = A Winning Cuppa!

Congratulations to Robert Small and Rolande Raymond, winners of our monthly
raffle. They each received a $10 Aroma Joe's card for reporting their volunteer hours
to Vet2VetME.

Thank you to everyone who reported their time for December
and January, and best of luck next month. Remember, to be
included in this monthly raffle all you need do is report your
volunteer hours by the 7th of each month. Those volunteer
hours are reported to the agencies that award us funding to support our work at
Vet2VetME, as proof that we are using the grant money well.

Services
 

Emergency Aid for V2VME Veterans
Thanks to our generous donors and grantors, Vet to Vet Maine has an emergency
fund to provide short-term financial aid to veterans in need of food, medicine, fuel, or
other necessities. Please contact Judie or Melissa if you or the veteran you are
visiting has a special need that we can help fill.

Dental Care for Veterans
The Maine Veterans’ Dental Network continues with an additional $100,000 grant
from Northeast Delta Dental. Starting in 2022, those who wish to receive services
should connect with Sarah Sherman, director of Strategic Partnerships at the Bureau
of Veteran’s Services, at Sarah.Sherman@Maine.Gov. To read the press release
from Governor Mills see: https://bit.ly/3pEBbwu

Free COVID Test Kits
Have you ordered your free antigen Covid Tests? Every home in the U.S. is eligible
to order four free at-home CVOID-19 tests. These are free and will usually ship in 7-
12 days. Simply go to:  http://www.covidtests.gov

On this website there is also information about other testing resources, such as PRC
testing sites, information about insurance reimbursements for COVID-19 testing, and
how to purchase more than four antigen tests.

mailto:Sarah.Sherman@Maine.Gov
https://vet2vetmaine.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b15c9a01097183023ec927302&id=47d026f08c&e=6e4b43d2eb
https://vet2vetmaine.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b15c9a01097183023ec927302&id=9d9eedc824&e=6e4b43d2eb


how to purchase more than four antigen tests.

Please share this with your Veteran Friends and anyone else who needs the
information. Vet to Vet Maine has five free tests available if anyone needs one
immediately. Please contact Judie O’Malley if you need one and can’t wait for your
mail-order tests.

Need a Lift? Free Electric Wheelchairs
V2V volunteer Brent Rolfe let us know that there are free electric wheelchairs and a
lift available in the Standish Medical Cabinet. If you know of anyone who might need
one of these chairs, please contact Sara at 207-899-7316.

Maine Virtual-Veterans Experience Action Center (VVEAC)
On December 7-9, V2VM received calls from veterans looking for peer to peer
networking during VVEAC. This online event replaced the event that used to be held
in the Augusta Civic Center. Sue, Judie, and volunteer Gail Merritt received a total of
26 calls over the three days. Of these calls, we netted six potential volunteers; seven
vets who wanted to be matched with a volunteer; and eight who requested more
information. When Melissa did follow-up calls to the veterans who called in, we
received an invitation to speak about V2VM at the Kennebunkport American Legion
on February 3. 
 
Updating V2VME Covid Policies
Spring is coming and with it a chance to visit outdoors with friends. We also foresee
more opportunities for resuming indoor visits and sharing car rides, provided the
safety measures below are strictly followed. Because Vet2Vet Maine serves a
vulnerable population, we want to make sure all Vet2Vet Maine participants are as
safe as possible during the Coronavirus pandemic.

Even with a decrease in infections, COVID is still with us. The V2VME board urges
that all V2VME participants continue to follow CDC-recommended precautions, such
as vaccination, mask-wearing, and social distancing, to protect vulnerable veteran
friends from the general public and to avoid public settings such as crowded
restaurants, shopping centers, stores, and large public events when in the company
of veteran friends.

Following CDC’s guidelines for COVID-19, Vet to Vet Maine will resume in-person,
in-home visits between volunteers and their veterans only if:

the volunteer has received the full complement of vaccine shots, and it has
been two weeks since the last shot.
the veteran friend has received the full complement of vaccine shots, and it



the veteran friend has received the full complement of vaccine shots, and it
has been two weeks since the last shot.
Both the volunteer and the veteran friend are comfortable with the
arrangement. Mask wearing and social distancing may be appropriate to add
extra protection for both parties.

Car rides can also be resumed, providing everyone in the car has received the full
complement of vaccine shots, including boosters, and it has been two weeks since
the last shot.

For those who are unvaccinated: The Vet to Vet ME board is requiring that all
volunteers who have not received the full complement of shots refrain from all in-
person contact with veteran friends. Vet to Vet ME encourages unvaccinated
volunteers to remain in touch with their veteran friends through phone calls, emails,
and other noncontact means.

Guidelines for those volunteers who visit veterans in a facility:
You may follow the regulations required by the facility, which will vary depending on
the facility. V2VME will continue to adhere to CDC guidelines and will adapt as
necessary to new procedures recommended by the CDC.

Another Way to Give When You Buy

Amazon Smile is a simple and easy way to
support Vet to Vet Maine when you shop—at no additional cost to you! Amazon
donates .5% of all purchases toward a nonprofit of your choice. It’s an easy
way to give. Start by using the URL smile.amazon.com (instead
of www.amazon.com). Follow the instructions, and select Vet to Vet Maine as
your charity. Each time you make a purchase through smile.amazon.com,
Amazon will make a donation to Vet to Vet Maine. If you shop on your phone,
you can select the Amazon Smile tab on your settings page. Thank you!

 THANK YOU, DONORS!

https://vet2vetmaine.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b15c9a01097183023ec927302&id=c36aa6bd56&e=6e4b43d2eb
https://vet2vetmaine.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b15c9a01097183023ec927302&id=1a7bfc008d&e=6e4b43d2eb
https://vet2vetmaine.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b15c9a01097183023ec927302&id=cf5a125a3a&e=6e4b43d2eb


 THANK YOU, DONORS!

Vet to Vet Maine is very fortunate to have such generous
donors supporting our efforts to serve Maine veterans. These
wonderful supporters have contributed to Vet to Vet Maine
since November 2021:
 
CONSTRUCTION GOLF LEAGUE
The Construction Golf League donated the proceeds from its tournament, a total of
$6,500, to Vet to Vet Maine in December. These generous members of the League
include: Gino Taliento/Terramark USA, Russ Doucette/Custom Home Builders, Ron
Taliento CPA, TOT Associates, Tee ‘N Tee Golf Land, Taliento Enterprises Inc., M.
Russo Construction, Thomas Whyte/Northeast Planning Associates, Ronald & Mary
Taliento, David Caprio, Gary Harmon, Gerald Vicenzi, Michael Monaghan/Monaghan
Woodworks, and Paul White Company. 
 
JOHN T. GORMAN FOUNDATION  
The John T. Gorman Foundation awarded Vet to Vet Maine a general operating grant
of $5,000 through our Small Invitational Grant Program. Special thanks to Maggie
Keohan, a member of the John T. Gorman Foundation’s Board of Directors, who
recommended Vet to Vet ME receive the grant. The Foundation’s full Board of
Directors approved the award in December.
 
UNITED WAY OF SOUTHERN MAINE—YORK COUNTY
The United Way of Southern Maine approved an extension of our grant to further our
work in York County. The grant for $7,000 will help fund the program in York County
through June 30, 2022. V2VME was the recipient of a $14,000 grant from United
Way of York County for the calendar year 2021. We are so grateful for United Way's
continued support of V2VME as the Greater Portland and York County branches of
United Way work under the umbrella of United Way of Southern Maine after their
merger in July 2021. 

ROTARY CLUBS
Rotary Clubs in Southern Maine have been especially generous to Vet to Vet Maine.
We are very appreciative of their continuing support and thank the members:
The Rotary Club of South Portland and Cape Elizabeth 
The Rotary Club of Biddeford Saco
The Rotary Club of Saco Bay
 
BUSINESS DONORS



We are so grateful for our business supporters:
Derek Volk of Volk Packaging Corp.
Rowe Ford Motors
Antiques USA
 
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
And a big thank you to all our individual donors who support us through their
donations: Marshall Archer, Bill & Cindy LIbby, Vicki Dowdell, Lynn White, Bob and
Sherron Small, Amica Companies Foundation (matching donations for Elizabeth
Rennie), Bob & Trudy Harris, Steven & Pam LaRiviere, Suzan and Ken Nelson,
Martha Gold, Dorinne & Carl Spirito, Sandra Cartwright, Rosie Wohl, John Butler,
Elizabeth Rennie, Sharon Prosser, Robert Ferrante, and Deborah Carr, John &
Elaine Curran, Tom & Margie Gruber, James Inglis, Karl Smith, John & Leigh
McCarthy, and Margaret Robertson.
 
In Memory/Honor of:
Charles & Kelly Snow in memory of Charlie Snow
Jane and Robert Hamblen in honor of Sam Boothby
Susan Hubley in honor of Benjamin Hubley
M. Rose Gugliucci in honor of Shirl Weaver 
Priscilla Miller in honor of Shirl Weaver
In memory of Elaine Killelea: Yvonne Dickson & Family, Jean Hart, Linda Vickerson,
Paul Dickson, 
James & Jeanette Catapano, John & Susan Gold, Jerry Harkavy
Joanna & George Tarrazi in memory of Edward Zink
Roger & Kathy Lavigne in memory of Robert Lavigne
 
Recurring donations:
Paul Watkins
Elizabeth Rennie
Valerie and Steven Hansen

Honor Flight Maine

A representative from Honor Flight Maine is currently accepting applications for

flights in 2022 for Korean War and Vietnam War veterans.

See www.honorflightmaine.org for applications.

https://vet2vetmaine.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b15c9a01097183023ec927302&id=3ef0122e7b&e=6e4b43d2eb


Vietnam Era Veterans Breakfast 

The Travis Mills Foundation is hosting a special Memorial Day breakfast free to

one Vietnam Era Veteran and his/her guest. It takes place 9 a.m., Wednesday, March

30 in the Augusta Armory, 179 Western Ave., Augusta.

RSVP to this FREE event: 

https://www.classy.org/event/vietnam-era-veterans-breakfast/e384093

For more information, email christine@travismillsfoundation.org.

Upcoming Events
March 19: A Day on the Slopes for Vets
“Vets in the Valley – Winterfest” Saturday, March 19, 2022, from 9 am to 4 pm
The Lost Valley Ski Resort in Auburn will host this event as a way to thank military
personnel for their service. All military veterans, active duty and reserve guard
members and their families, can ski and snowboard for free or at half price! Military
veterans, regardless of the length of service, receive a free lift ticket that day for
themselves and immediate family (dependents). Free equipment rental for the
veteran if needed and 50% off for their immediate family that day. Walk-in first come
first serve based on availability. Free Appetizer buffet for all Vets and their families at
2 pm (while supplies last).

Vet to Vet Maine is one of several veteran groups that was invited to be on hand to
provide information on various support services and resources for the military
community.

For more information, go to https://www.lostvalleyski.com/event/vets-in-the-valley/.

March 30: A Breakfast for Vietnam Era Veterans
The Travis Mills Foundation invites Vietnam Era Veterans and one guest apiece to a
free breakfast on Wednesday, March 30 at 9 am in the Augusta Armory, 179 Western
Ave., Augusta. RSVP to attend: https://www.classy.org/event/vietnam-era-veterans-
breakfast/e384093 

For more information, email christine@travismillsfoundation.org. 

https://vet2vetmaine.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b15c9a01097183023ec927302&id=a678f29c09&e=6e4b43d2eb


New TV Show—Starring Vet to Vet Maine!
Thanks to Sam Kelley, V2VME board member and peer companion, Vet to Vet
Maine will have its own TV show on Channel 5, Greater Portland's community
cable channel, operated by the Community Television Network. The Network
makes TV broadcasting available to area nonprofits that want to reach the
people they serve in 16 communities in the region. Vet to Vet Maine's first show
will be hosted by Sam Kelley and will feature an interview with V2VME's
executive director, Susan Gold, to be shown live on March 16 at 4 pm. The
show will be taped for rebroadcast. If you'd like to assist with production or want
more information, please contact Sam Kelley at mbitrailersmaine@gmail.com.

Vet to Vet Maine Activities (via Zoom)
March 2: Peer Companion Case Review
4:30-5:30 pm via Zoom
 
March 8: V2VME Board Meeting
6 pm via Zoom
 
April 6: Peer Companion Case Review
4:30-5:30 pm via Zoom
 
April 8: V2VME Caregivers Support Network Quarterly Meeting
6:15 pm via Zoom. For connection of more information, please contact Kathy Lavigne at
kathylav1949@gmail.com. A representative of the Home Instead home health agency will
be the featured speaker at April’s meeting.

Caregivers meet quarterly by Zoom in the months of January, April, July, & October from
6:15 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 
April 12: V2VME Board Meeting
6 pm via Zoom



Contact Info:

Judie O’Malley, Program Director & Volunteer Coordinator
director@vet2vetmaine.org, 207-579-4024

On duty: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 9am to 2pm
Susan Gold, Executive Director

sgold@vet2vetmaine.org, 207-579-9204
On duty: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday from 9:30am to 4:30pm
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